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nany Queftious, but they are fach as relats 
he intereft of our Country, and therefore | 
ethey are the more agrecable , you have 
onus a fad. and too true an Account of tle 
Ferings of our Sailors, . The People at Low- 
fay, the Land. Souldiers bave been ufed full 
Bad, that they have been as much Cheated 
their Pay, and have Suffered extreamly by 
Frauds of their Officers. Pray, Sir, Have 
ever confidered the poor Soldiers Cafe? 

Diy. Yes, Sir, very often, and to as little Par- 
fe as the Sailors: | have been an Eye-Wit- 
fs of the Soldiers Sufferings and Bravery, 
1 have often. wondered to fee Men Fight fo. 
perately for their Country, who had been fo 
Paid, and fo much abuied by it, certainly 
thing but Engli(h Courage, could have born 
» onder fo many hardfhips, nothing but old 
glifp Honefty could have obliged fuch faith- 
Service from Men, who bad been fo abomi- 
bly Cheated by the People they Serv’d; the 
ile Virtue we had left in England in the late 
ignjwas found in the Camp, there the Pec- 
in good earneft ferv’d their Country, and 
een ferv’d themfelves as Men have ufu- 
ly. been, who have Acted for the Common 
ood. For my part I never efteemed the Sol- 
iery, Land Forces, or Land- Armies effential- 
neceffary tothe fafety of the Nation, but 
lways look’d upon our Fleets to be our beft 
Deferice. Yet fince the Wifdom of the Nation 












ation ought to fee them Pay’d ; other wife we 
ay in time want Men both for Land and Sea 
rvice, 

Country-m, Now, Sir, I have found out the 
Reafon why fome Men were fo ftiff in the 
House of Commons for Land-Forces and Soldi- 
3 they wanted co Pick their Poekets of new 
Money. Aye, Aye, here lay their Concern for 
Manding Army. But, Pray, Sir, did thefe Men 
bever.Complain, did they never Petition for 
heir Pay?) 
Obf. Yes, very often to Parliament; but our 










ments, We had more Officers among 570 Men 
the Houfe of Commons, than among 15co in 
the Army. D’e think it reafonable that thefe 
Men would do either the Soldiers or Sailors 
Jattice ? They Voted ttiere for their Bread, and 
not for the Intereft of their Country. Indeed, 
to ftop thefe poor-Eellows Mouths,and to mif- 
them by faife views of Juftice, they pafs’d 

an. A& appointing Commiffioners for Taking, 
Examining and. Stating the Publick Accounts 


of the Kingdom, in Relation to the Army and > 


hought fit to reife chem: The Juftice of the 


» F ryote After Obfervator, 1 am... 
7 afraid 1 fhali tire your 
| Patience, with asking you 


Patliaments Were at that time Sallary-Parlia- | 


Naryy but this Commiffien reached no farther 
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than the Officers Accounts ; ifthe poor Suldi- 
ers had been Cheated, there was no Bady em- 
power’d to take their Account : | remember 
when the Foretgners were Disbanded or fent 
Home, the toufe Voted, they fhou’d be firft 
Pay’d; How this was complyd with in rela- 
tion to Regiments that were intirely Foreien, 
I can’t tell; but we hed leveral Danes, Smeder, 
Germans, and other Foreigners Incorporated 
with Engljh Regiments, who were |isbanded 
and went Home withaut their Pay; and the Per~ 
fons with whom they left fofficicnt Powers to 
receive their Moneys, have been told by the 
Commifiioners of Atcounts, That they have no 
Authority to. examine into things of that Na- 
ture; fo that! can find ro Way to direct thofe 
Fellows to the Recovery of their Pay ? 

Country-m, Pray,Sir, Are not thefe Men, 
tho’ they are Soldicrs and Seamen, Entitled to 
the Laws of their Country ? Have they nor 
the fame Priviledges as other Natives, becaufe 
they are inthe Service of their Country? Are 
they out-of the Protection of Englifh Laws? 1 
thought cur Laws kad a pecoliar regard to 
Servants Wages:if I don’t Pay my Plough-Men, 
Shepherd,or Dairy Maids, prefently they go to 
a Juftice of the Peace,and tech me before Hin, 
by His Warrant, and he obliges me to Pay them 
their Wages, otherwifé be’ll Trounfe me upon 
my Refufal ,; bat what can thefe Fellows do, 
if no Law fecures them their Wages? Pray, 
Sir, How did they mannage this Alfair in for- 
mer Times, 

Obf. Betore fo many Creatures got into the 
House of Commons, Committees of Grievances 
were appointed and Sat to hear the Complaints 
of al the good People of England, nor were 
Parliaments ‘often Vroubled with thefe Com- 
plaints; for in thofe days, the Diftrefled had 
Relief at Court agatnft the Oppreffion of Of- 
ficers; and Parliaments were efteemed the 
Dernier Refort, the laft Refuge of Diftrefled 
Englifhmen, when they could not get Relief 
any where elfe. «Queen Elizabeth, and other 
goad Princes, ufed to hear the Compluzints of 
their Subjects. with their own Ears, and by this 
means their Thrones were Eftablifhed in Righ- 
teoufaefs. But in later Reigns the Courtiers 
have prevailed upon Ealie and Supine Monarchs 
never to hear Petitions of Grievances, but to 
teferr fuch Petitions to the Treafury, which 
again referred the fame to the Board Complain- 
ed again{t: And this is the true way of ftifling all 
Complaints ; for no Board will report in their 
own Prejudice, and the Treafury for the moft 
part has acquiefced with ioch Reports without 
any farther Examination. Now this way of 


| hearingComplaints is altogether Impracticable, 


for any One but he that has got a great Inceref® 
at Court; without which he cacnct get his Peti< 
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tion Read, Referred and Reported, and follow= 


ed from one Board to another , in doing of } thefe little Cheats to the Publick Affairs af 
Kingdom? Is this worthy the notice of p, 


which much Money is {pent in Fees or, Orders, 
and in Soliciting the Affair, | have Known a 
Petition Referred from the Treafary in the 
late Reign to the Victvalling Board; where it 
has lain 14 months before it was Reported, fo 
that it was 18 months before the perfon had his 
money, which was but 121. 10s, Now pray 
Gentlemen, how fhall a poor Soldier or aSailor 
zive fuch Attendance, and fpend fo much mo- 
ney to get his Arrears ?And can any honeft man 
conclude otherwife than that this practife was 
at firf& brought up to prevent Complaints, and 
to fcreen Criminals from Juftice? 

Country-m. But is there no Law for thefe 
poor Creatures? Certainly our Fore: Fathers 
made better Provilion for their Pofterity than 
this comes to; 1 don’t believe that in their Laws 
they made Flefa of one, and Fifth of another ; 
we are all Born to the fame Priviledges, and I 
am fure no Man can be legally Debarred from 
the Enjoyment of them. | 

Obf. Yes, Sir, we have no reafon to com- 
plain of our Fore-Fathers Negligence in ma- 
king Laws for the Security of our Birthrights 
and Free-Liberties; they left usfuch Laws that 
we our felves cannot mend, and what is moft 
wonderful in their Legiflation is, that they 
have lefe fome Fence againft any Ufurpation 
upon our Liberties fn time to come,and no Man, 
a Native of this Realm, isexempted from the 
Advantage of any Law: An Engli/hman knows 
nothing of Servitide, infomuch that Provifion 
is made that the King hinifelf fhould not fend 
any one Native out of the Kingdom without 
his own Confent.. To hear the Cries of the 
Oppreffed, and to Redrefs Grievances, is the 
Law of God and Natore ; as well as of England, 
and whoever goes about to ftifle Complaints, 
offers Violence to Natore,& makes the Laws of 
England a Dead Letter. One Chapter of A¢agna 
Charta is, Nulli Vendsmus, nulli Negabimus, aut 
Deferemus Fuftitiam vel ReGum, i.e. We will 
Seu, Deny, or Defer Fuftice and Right tono Man. 
And tho’ the Abettors of Arbitrary Power fay 
that Afagna Charta were but Conceflions to the 
People, which King Sohn and others were for- 
éed to, by the Power of the Sword in the hands 
of their Sabjedts, yet the Priviledges therein 
contained were the Right of Englifhmen before 
they had any Kings, and were figned by them 
as the Terms of Government. ~ 

“Delaying of Juftice was efteemed fo great a 
Grievance in former times,that particular Pro- 
vifion was made agaioft it in the great Courts 
of Joftice, as appears by the 14th of Edward 
I. Whereia Jt 1s Affented, E/tablifhed, and Ac- 
corded, that from henceforth at every Parliament 
{hall be chofen a Prelate, two Earls and two Ba- 
10.8 which (yall bave Commilfion and Power of 
the King to bear by Petition delivered unto them, 
the Complaints of thofe that will complain to them 
of fuch Delays ard Grievances made, &c. And the 
beft conftituted Governments in the World have 
taken cate to make this part of their Laws, 
énd by all means poffible to encourage Com- 
plaiuers, who are fall as neceffary in Govern- 


yiients as are the Redreflers of Grievances, if 


hot more; for he that difcovers the Firein the 

Houke, is more Praife- Worthy than he that puts 

it out; and txe Complaint is the firft ftep to 

Juftice, ic gives Light to difcover thofe hidden 
ischiefs that threaten, and in time would 
dine the State. 
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| what Cures will you propofe for this Diftemper? The Sd 


be propofed, whether if there were Commi 




















































Bot fay the Nations Enemies, What fio); 


ment ? ‘Muit the Wifdom of the Mation tr. 
their Heads about the infignificane Loffey 
few paultry Seamen and Soldiers? Now, 
keep a Pikes length within the Bounds of y 
defty) fuppofe every Soldier in the Army 
14 Years has been Cheated of but 141. at 4s. 
Men, the aggregate Sum is 5600001. andy 
member the Seamens Money ftopt on Prep, 
of O’s and K’s two Years ago, was {zid w 
betwixt 60 and 7ocool, Now tho’ the Engi 
be Difficult, the Sum is too great for thefe oy 
Creatures to lofe, and for others to get, bef 
the Difcouragerhent of Menon whom the Wy 
fare of the Nation cepends,is infinitely bey 
the lofs of the Money ; for this affects then 
tion in the fenfible part s it weakens the yp 
Sinnews of the Government, and makes; 
halt beneath the weight of Corruption. 

Country-m. ¥ fuppofe the Pay-Mafter of 
Army is one of the Oppreflots of the Souldj 
ry, and | thank God he ts got into thofe Ha 
that can do the Nation Joftice; but there, 
other Fifh befides Sharks in the Séa, and Pik 
in the Rivers, which devour the lefs and ing 
fenfible Fry. Pray’what other Devourers ; 
there of the Soldiers ? W hat’s the Perfon ca 
ledan Agent? =. - kad hed ke 

Obf. An Agent is the fama to the Soldi 
as a Slop-feller is to the Seamen; thefe peor 
cloath them as they pleafe; if the colour bebt 
Red or Blew, it paffes Mafter 3 and the Sould 
ers; tho’ they. wear the Nations Livery, do pg 
for their own Cloaths, having a certain Som 
{tops out of their Pay for that purpofe. Int 
Reign of King Fames II. when Martial Law wi 
not in Force, they got a new Trick to punil 
Deferters by trying them for Felony, in ruv 
nifig away with the Kings Cloth: One Fellow 
was Indicted upon this Account, and the Jt 
by the Cdanfe-Splitters in long Gowns, weft 
made fenfible that it was a Feilony by Lat, 
but one of the Jury, more confiderate ttian th 
reft, examined at what time the Soldier wa 


Lifted, and how much Money had been ftop 
out-of his Pay for his Cloaths? And it appear’d to tk 
Court chat there had beeri ftopt ouc of his Pay 505. or3h 
more than the Cloaths Coft, and fo che Jury Acquined 
him. What with Incidents, and other ways of bringi 
the Soldiery into Arreats, the poor Creatures are br 
co the Joweft Degree of Defperarion, 

Couatry-m. Mafter oblervator, thefe ate the Difeaty 

























diers will be much beholding to yous 

Obf. | cai give you 4 Recipe. {f you can find phe 
dy to make ic up. The Mcneys appropriated to the 
of the Army fhould never be diverred to any other ul 
the Martial Body receiving its due Nourifhn ear, will 
always in good Plight, and Fic for Service; 1 chink ut 
prefent Report of che Commiffioners of Accounts ret 
ting to the Pay-Mafter of the Navy, is a fufficient Prod 
thac Accounts ef that Nature ought not-to run (00 
wichout Ballance,and I'll leave ic to the Copfideracion 
wiler Heads, whether that be not too great a Tralt to 
vefted in one Subje@; as roche Frauds of Agents ys 

ioners ™ 

Cloathing the Army appointed at cercaia Sallarics, % (* 
eafe the Government in that Refpea) at the ufual Arm 
cys it would not beamach better for thé Soldiery 22d 
tion, for thefe might accounc with the Parliament, 
is difficult for rhe Agemts to do, and fo they accou 
only with their Re(pe@ive Colonels, whofe Sereit® 
they are; for no fuch Perfon as an Agent is required 9 
the Laws of Exglan#. 1 could muchEntatge on the ay 
nal Advantage of fuch’a Commi(fion, ber what I hare 
already, is oo much to be.cdken Notice of. __ fi 

Country m.: Truly Sir, from what you have faid, ! fh ‘ 
reprefeur the poor Soldiers Cafe ro our Members, 204" 


































































































I bid you a Heartily Farewels | 
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